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Jude - Chapter 1 
 
Prior to Jude’s letter, the Apostle Peter wrote to believers in the early church, warning them that false 
teachers would be arising among them and introducing false doctrines to lead people astray (cf. 2 Peter 2:1-3). 
Just a few years after that warning, Jude wrote his letter to believers to warn them that false teachers had 
indeed arrived (cf. Jude 1:4).  
 
Just as a modern letter contains standard features, such as opening with the word “Dear” and ending with the 
word “Sincerely,” a standard Greco-Roman letter in the 1st-century also followed a standard form. These 
ancient letters would often begin with a description of the sender, description of the recipient, and formal 
greeting. Fill in the elements of Jude’s introduction and provide explanations below: 
 
The Sender:  
(Jude 1:1a) 

“Jude, a ______________________________ of Jesus Christ, and 
______________________________ of James.” 
 
Explain one of these relationships in greater detail, also providing a reason why Jude would 
have introduced himself in such a way (cf. Phil 1:1, Col 1:7, Gal 1:19, Acts 15:13, Mark 6:3). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Recipient:  
(Jude 1:1b) 

“To those who are ______________________________, ______________________________ 
in God the Father, and ______________________________ for Jesus Christ…” 
 
Select one of the 3 characteristics and explain in greater detail what it means (cf. Acts 16:14, 
John 5:21, Eph 1:3-5, Rom 8:38-39, John 6:35-40, 1 Peter 1:5).  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Greeting: 
(Jude 1:2) 

“May ______________________________ and ______________________________ and 
______________________________ be multiplied to you.” 
 
In light of the subject matter of this letter, explain why this greeting was so important for the 
recipients of this letter to hear (cf. Jude 1:21-24, 2 Peter 2:9, 2 Peter 3:17-18). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
After his introduction, Jude goes on to say that he planned on writing to believers about a certain issue, but 
then felt the need to change to a different issue (Jude 1:3). 
 
What was Jude’s original purpose for writing? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What was Jude’s new purpose for writing? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The 16th-century Reformed doctrine known as Sola Scriptura states that the Bible is the sole authoritative and 
sufficient source of truth in all matters that it addresses, including salvation and godly living. Because this 
doctrine asserts that God has spoken fully and finally in the Bible, it likewise rejects the idea that anyone in the 
modern Church Age is still receiving divine revelation (i.e. prophecy, visions, etc). In other words, the doctrine 
of Sola Scriptura teaches us that since the time of the Apostles, God no longer speaks directly to people apart 
from the Bible. Explain how Jude 1:3 supports the doctrine of Sola Scriptura: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
In Jude 1:4 we learn why Jude’s purpose for writing changed: Certain persons (false teachers) had “crept in” 
unnoticed, meaning they were outsiders who had infiltrated local churches by hiding their true character and 
motives. He then goes on to list four truths about these persons: 
1. They were long beforehand marked out for this ________________________________________. 
2. They were ________________________________________ persons. 
3. They turned the grace of our God into ________________________________________. 
4. They denied our only ________________________________________ and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
When Jude says that certain persons were long “beforehand marked out” for condemnation, he uses the 
Greek word progegrammenoi, which means “pre-scripted” or “written about prior.” There are several views 
regarding what exactly this means. Although each view contains elements of truth and supporting verses, put 
a check mark next to the interpretation below that best represents this particular passage: 
 

 In the Old Testament, the prophets wrote about God’s judgment of apostates and this same 
condemnation also applies to false teachers in the church as well (cf. 2 Peter 2:1-3, Jude 1:5-7, 11). 
 

 In eternity past, God predestined the judgment of these false teachers by writing out their 
condemnation in a kind of “heavenly book” (cf. 1 Peter 2:8, Rev 20:12). 
 

 In the Apostle Peter’s second letter, he wrote that false teachers would infiltrate the church and it was 
finally coming true (cf. 2 Peter 3:3, Jude 1:17-18). 
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Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
Consider one of the 3 views of Jude 1:4 that you did not select and explain why it is not the best interpretation 
of the passage: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What does it mean to “turn the grace of our God into licentiousness?” (see Romans 6:1-3, Gal 5:13) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
After stating his purpose for writing, Jude then spends most of the letter explaining and describing his 
assertion. In order to do this, he relates accounts of apostasy (apostasy meaning, “abandoning the truth”) 
from the past to the apostasy that had infiltrated the church in the present. Between Jude 1:5 and Jude 1:19, 
he uses 5 past/present combinations to describe “these men,” the false teachers that had crept into the 
church unnoticed (cf. Jude 1:8, 10, 12, 16, 19).  
 
 
The 
Apostate’s 
Precedent 
Jude 1:5-8 

Jude first describes 3 accounts of apostasy from the Old Testament in order to explain that 
apostasy is nothing new and God does not overlook it. These examples not only warn those in 
the church who may be impostors, but also reassure true believers that false teachers do not 
go unnoticed – they will face the same condemnation (cf. Jude 1:4, 2 Pet 2:3). 
 
Precedent #1: After saving a people out of the land of _________________________,  
God later _________________________ the Israelites who did not trust Him. 
This account is found in Numbers _____:_____-_____. 
 
Precedent #2: After angels abandoned their proper _________________________ (heaven), 
to fornicate with women, God put them in eternal _________________________ reserved 
for judgment. 
This account is found in Genesis _____:_____-_____. 
 
Precedent #3: After the cities of _________________________ and Gomorrah indulged in 
gross immorality and went after strange flesh (the sin of homosexuality), God made them an 
example of eternal _________________________. 
This account is found in Genesis _____:_____-_____. 
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Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 
Apostate’s 
Pride 
Jude 1:9-10 

Jude relates Precedent #2 with Precedent #3, when he says in Jude 1:7 that those cities 
engaged in immorality “in the same way” as the angels. Explain how the immorality of each 
account is related: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Jude 1:8, Jude then connects these Old Testament examples with the false teachers that 
had infiltrated the church. Similar to those 3 examples, “these men”: 
1. Defile the _________________________ (engage in immoral behavior). 
2. Reject ____________________ (undermine the Lordship of Christ). 
3. Revile angelic _________________________ (ridicule powerful heavenly beings). 
 
Jude then says that these false teachers justify their behavior by “dreaming.” What does this 
mean? (cf. Acts 2:17, Deut 13:1-5). 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Jude cites a Jewish oral tradition (also recorded in the non-inspired book “The Assumption of 
Moses”) in Jude 1:9 about an argument that Michael the archangel had with Satan about the 
body of Moses. Rather than verbally attacking Satan directly, Michael deferred judgment to 
God.  
 
Regarding Moses’s body, what was the argument between Michael and Satan likely about? 
(cf. Deut 34:6, Heb 2:14) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jude then goes on to say in Jude 1:10 that “these men” are so arrogant that they are willing 
to _________________________ the things which they do not understand (heavenly things, 
angelic beings). But because of the things which they do understand by animalistic instinct 
(earthly things, carnal immorality), they will be _________________________. This account 
shows just how arrogant and prideful the false teachers in the church were – they 
blasphemed fallen angels despite the fact that not even God’s holy angels, who were more 
powerful than these false teachers (cf. 2 Pet 2:11), would do such a thing! 
 
In what ways do modern-day false teachers revile angelic beings? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



Jude 

Copyright ©2017 Expository Parenting  Page 5  

Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
The 
Apostate’s 
Pattern 
Jude 1:11-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next, Jude compares the behavior of false teachers in the church to 3 Old Testament 
patterns. Following the examples of Jesus (cf. Matt 23:13), Isaiah (cf. Isaiah 3:9), Jeremiah (cf. 
Jer 13:27), and other prophets, Jude invokes what is called a “woe oracle” upon these false 
teachers – an outburst of emotion that pronounces horrible judgment upon an enemy of 
God. Jude says, “Woe to them!” because these false teachers had: 
 
1. Gone the way of ______________________________ (the prototype apostate who offered 
a bloodless plant sacrifice instead of the bloody animal sacrifice he knew God required). 
2. For pay they have rushed headlong into the error of ______________________________ 
(the false profit-for-hire who overstepped his bounds by wrongly assuming the spiritual 
authority to curse Israel and then influencing the Israelites to commit immorality). 
3. They have perished in the rebellion of ______________________________ (the spiritual 
insurrectionist who was rejected from the Levitical priesthood and thus went on to begin an 
open rebellion against Moses). 
 
Select one of these 3 Old Testament apostates, cite the passage his account is found in, and 
explain the ways a false teacher in the church might follow this apostate’s pattern of life: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The false teachers are then described using metaphors from nature, in Jude 1:12-13. After 
each description below, write out the metaphor associated with it that Jude uses: 
 
They are busy churning up lot of spiritual activity, but ultimately produce only spiritual “froth” 
– immorality, insubordination, and irreverence within the church. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
They go undetected in the church for a while, feigning true spirituality even during the 
fellowship meal, until it’s too late and they’ve “shipwrecked” the spiritual lives of others. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
They come out of nowhere, produce a lot of spiritual “dazzle,” but then disappear back to 
nowhere just as quickly; ultimately headed to judgment prepared in advance for them. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
They outwardly appear promising, capable of providing spiritual “hydration” to others, but 
ultimately fail to deliver anything beneficial to the church. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
They show no “sign” of spiritual life, possess no “substance” of spiritual life, and are 
disconnected from any “source” of spiritual life. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
The 
Apostate’s 
Prophecy 
Jude 1:14-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 
Apostate’s 
Presence 
Jude 1:17-19 

Although it is not recorded in the Bible, the man named Enoch in Genesis 5 was known to 
have pronounced a prophetic judgment against all apostates. Apparently this prophecy 
survived the flood and was preserved throughout history by oral tradition, ultimately finding 
its way into the pseudapigraphal book of 1 Enoch. Jude then quotes from 1 Enoch 1:9 and 
applies Enoch’s prophecy to false teachers in the church. Explain why it is acceptable for Jude 
to cite material from a non-inspired book (consider Acts 17:28, Titus 1:12, 1 Cor 15:33, Acts 
20:35, John 21:25): 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This prophecy begins with, “Behold, the Lord came with many thousands of His holy ones, to 
execute judgment upon all…” What is the significance of the past-tense word “came” in this 
prophecy? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Who are the “holy ones” that will accompany the Lord in judgment? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Who are the “all” that will receive judgment? 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The end of the prophecy says that apostates will be judged for the “all the harsh things which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” Jude 1:16 then explains several sinful speech 
patterns of false teachers in the church for which God will judge them. Select one of these 
sinful speech patterns and explain what it means: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Perhaps the worst thing Jude’s readers could have done would be to agree that false teachers 
are a problem but deny that they had actually infiltrated the church. Thus, Jude quotes from 
the Apostle Peter’s letter in order to remind them that they were clearly warned that there 
will be mockers present (cf. Jude 1:18).  
 
Cite the passage from 2 Peter that Jude quotes: ____________________________________ 
 
Cite a passage from another book of the Bible in which Jesus or an Apostle warned that false 
teachers would be invading the church: ____________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 (cont’d) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just as there were false teachers present in the church in Jude’s time, so too are there still 
false teachers in the church of today. Name a present-day false teacher and what heresy 
he/she teaches: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jude finishes by describing false teachers first as those who cause 
______________________________, meaning they not only draw others in the church away 
from the truth (cf. 2 Pet 2:18, 2 Tim 3:6) but they also set themselves up in opposition to true 
teachers in the church (cf. Jude 1:11, Titus 3:10). Secondly, these men are 
______________________________ (literally, “soulish”), meaning that these men behave 
according to what comes naturally to them in a brute animalistic sense. Finally, the ultimate 
reason that these men think and behave the way they do is because they are devoid of the 
______________________________. 
 
Provide 1 characteristic of a person who is “devoid of the Spirit,” according to Romans 8: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
After characterizing false teachers, Jude finishes by explaining how believers should live in light of this reality 
(just as the Apostle Peter finished his letter in 2 Peter 3:11-18). First, he commands believers to remain 
diligent in Jude 1:20-21. He says, “keep yourselves in the love of God” and gives 3 aspects of what that entails: 
1. _________________________ yourselves up on your most holy faith. 
2. _________________________ in the Holy Spirit. 
3. _________________________ anxiously for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. 
 
Next, he commands believers to reach the lost in Jude 1:22-23. He gives 3 categories of people that believers 
ought to be aware of as they carry out the Great Commission: 
1. Have mercy on some who are ________________________________________. This refers to those who 
are weak in the faith and easily confused by heresy (cf. 2 Tim 3:6). Our response should be discipleship. 
2. Save others, snatching them out of the ________________________________________. This refers to 
those who are caught up in sin and headed to eternal punishment (cf. Zech 3:2, Amos 4:11). Our response 
should be evangelism. 
3. On some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the ____________________________. 
This refers to those so ensnared by false teaching that, in order to avoid contamination, they should be kept at 
a distance the way one would keep at a distance from a person’s dirty underwear (cf. Zech 3:4, Matt 10:16). 
Our response should be separation. 
 
Finally, Jude reminds believers to rest in Christ in Jude 1:24-25. God will sovereignly keep us from 
______________________________ amidst the encroaching apostates and he will so rescue us from sin that 
we will be able to ____________________ in His presence one day, filled with joy. And for this, we glorify His 
name and praise His eternal glory, majesty, dominion, and ______________________________. Amen! 


