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Chapter 16 – Concerning the Collection and Fellow Saints 
 
Often, false teachers who are using Christian ministry for financial gain will avoid difficult or potentially 
offensive teachings in order to “tickle the ears” of their hearers (cf. 2 Tim. 4:3, 1 Tim. 6:5). By telling them 
what they enjoy hearing, people will be more inclined to give their money to the teacher. Not only did Paul 
explicitly state that he refrained from accepting compensation, but his preaching confirmed it. Cite a passage 
in 1 Corinthians that demonstrates Paul’s willingness to say difficult or offensive truths to his hearers, 
indicating that he was interested in their spiritual well-being rather than their money: ___________________. 
 
What is one purpose for Christian giving, based on 1 Corinthians 16:1? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Explain what would constitute a church’s unbiblical use of offering money. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How often should Christians give, based on 1 Corinthians 16:2? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Explain why it’s acceptable to give according to an employer’s pay period, rather than every single week. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Where should Christians give, based on 1 Corinthians 16:2? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How much should Christians give, based on 1 Corinthians 16:2? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Explain the other motivations that should influence Christian giving, based on the associated passages: 

2 Corinthians 9:7:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
1 John 3:17: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
It’s often wrongly thought that 10% is the standard for Christian giving in the local church, based on Old 
Testament tithing (national taxation) in Mosaic Law. Fill in the percentage of compulsory giving for each year, 
based on the following passages: 
 
   Percent of Income Each Year 

Tithe Passage Purpose 1 2 3 

First Tithe 
(Ma’aser Rishon) 
 

Num. 18:20-
24 

Priests and temple 
upkeep. 

 
 

  

Second Tithe 
(Ma’aser Sheni) 
 

Deut. 14:22-
26 

National feasts and 
festivals. 

   

Third Tithe 
(Ma’aser Ani) 

Deut. 14:28-
29 

Welfare for the 
Levite, foreigner, 
orphan, and widow. 

   

 
 
Based on the threefold tithe system, what average percentage was given each year? __________ 



1 Corinthians 

Copyright ©2018 Expository Parenting  Page 48  

Chapter 16 – Concerning the Collection and Fellow Saints (continued) 
 
Others wrongly defend the idea of a 10% standard for Christian giving based on Abraham, who tithed to the 
priest Melchizedek, hundreds of years before Mosaic Law was given (cf. Gen. 14:14-20) 
 
Based on this wartime victory account, what average percentage was given each year? __________ 
 
In the context of Paul’s letter, the Corinthians were told to give specifically for the needs of the Jerusalem 
church. Beyond being a financial blessing, how would this have been a spiritual blessing (cf. Rom. 15:27)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Paul ends his letter by addressing the situation of the rest of the saints. First, he speaks of his own plans (1 
Cor. 16:5-9). Writing from Ephesus, Paul planned on traveling to Macedonia, and then to Corinth, before 
finally returning to Jerusalem. His ministry plans give us helpful indications of how we ought to view our own 
ministry. Match each of the following four passages with the description represented by it: 
 

1 Cor. 16:5                    1 Cor. 16:6                   1 Cor. 16:7                    1 Cor. 16:8-9a               1 Cor. 16:9b 
 

Paul’s ministry was…  
Relational ______________________________ 

Intentional ______________________________ 
Courageous ______________________________ 

Opportunistic ______________________________ 
Flexible ______________________________ 

 
Select one of the aforementioned traits and explain how you can emulate it while carrying out your ministry:  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul then speaks of Timothy’s plans (1 Cor. 16:10-11). Although Paul used the conditional word “if” to describe 
Timothy’s coming, the implication is that Timothy would, in fact, be visiting the church in Corinth on behalf of 
Paul—the issue was more so about when it would happen. Since Timothy was not an apostle, and much 
younger than Paul (cf. 1 Tim. 4:12), Paul wanted to make sure to tell the Corinthians not to “despise” him 
(coming from a Greek word which means “to cast out as nothing”).  
 
What is one way in which congregations cause their pastors unnecessary grief? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 16 – Concerning the Collection and Fellow Saints (continued) 
 
Paul then speaks of Apollos’ plans (1 Cor. 16:12). In light of the division in the Corinthian church (cf. 1 Cor. 3:1-
9), how were Paul’s comments particularly helpful? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
After speaking of his ministry partners, Paul issues a rapid succession of five commands to the Corinthians (1 
Cor. 16:13-14). Match the commands with their descriptions below: 
 
 
_____ “Be on the alert”  1. This is a comprehensive command to remember 

the purpose of godly behavior and live in a way that 
is consistent with the grace you’ve been shown.   
 

_____ “Stand firm in the faith”  2. Rather than being tricked by every new doctrine 
or fad belief, this is a command to thoroughly know 
God’s Word, tenaciously hold to it, and boldly 
contend for it. 
 

_____ “Act like men”  3. From a Greek word used in the New Testament 
to refer to inner, spiritual growth. This is a 
command to recognize one’s own weakness and 
thus rely on the Lord to overcome the flesh. 
 

_____ “Be strong”  4. Contrary to childish living, this is a command to 
grow up in maturity, which includes wisdom, 
courage to act biblically in the face of opposition, 
and self-controlled living. 
 

_____ “Let all that you do be done in love”  5. From a Greek word that means “to watch” or “to 
be awake.” Rather than being indifferent, this is a 
command for believers to be actively engaged in 
their Christian walk (i.e. aware of temptation, 
receptive to God’s Word, and mindful of false 
teachers). 

 
 
 
Select one of the commands above and explain how the Corinthians could have avoided some of the problems 
mentioned in this letter if they had lived according to it. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 16 – Concerning the Collection and Fellow Saints (continued) 
 
Finally, Paul closes with words of greeting (cf. 1 Cor. 16:19-24). Not only do other churches send their 
greetings to the Corinthians, but Paul instructs the Corinthians to greet one another “with a holy kiss” (1 Cor. 
16:20). This form of affection was a common greeting in the ancient world, between men and men or women 
and women, given on the cheek or forehead. What is an equivalent way to obey the implications of this 
command and express affection to each other in our culture? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explain the purpose of the phrase “If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed,” found in 1 
Corinthians 16:22. Why does Paul say this at the end of his letter (cf. Gal. 1:8, 2 Thess. 3:14, Rom. 16:17-18)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The word maranatha is an Aramaic expression (transliterated into Greek) which means “Come, O Lord.” In 
light of the warning Paul gives in 1 Corinthians 16:22, how does this intensify his warning? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul ends the letter by saying, “My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.” This is the only New Testament 
letter of his in which he closes with a reference like this to his love for his recipients. Considering the content 
of the letter itself, why might he have done this? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Of all the issues in the first-century Corinthian church, which one do you see continuing as a major problem in 
the modern church today? Why? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


