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Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection 
 
In contrast to several of the previous sections of Paul’s letter, this portion does not begin with the Greek 
phrase peri de (“Now concerning…”), in which Paul is responding to a specific question raised by the 
Corinthians. Nor is this portion about the Corinthian’s behavior (as in previous sections). Instead, it’s about 
their beliefs. Specifically, some of the people in the church had begun to doubt (or outright deny) the concept 
of bodily resurrection. Traditional Greek philosophy taught a form of dualism—that physical aspects of life are 
inherently bad and spiritual aspects are inherently good, thus the human soul is “imprisoned” in the human 
body until the time of death, at which point the soul is finally released from this bondage. Based on that 
thinking, the resurrection of the human body was entirely antithetical to the pagan background from which 
the Corinthians came. Yet, as Paul explains, bodily resurrection is at the very heart of the Gospel. 
 
To begin, Paul provides four proofs, or testimonies, that bodily resurrection (specifically, Christ’s resurrection) 
is true: 
 

1. The Church. 
The very existence of the Corinthian church was a living testimony of a living Savior. The Gospel was 
____________________ to them, received by them, the message they were standing in (1 Cor. 15:1). It 
was also the very message by which they were ____________________—unless they abandoned it, 
proving that they were never true believers to begin with (1 Cor. 15:2). 
 

2. The Scriptures. 
The Old Testament Scriptures already spoke of bodily resurrection, it was not a novel idea invented by 
the Apostles. Paul ____________________ to the Corinthians what he also received, that Christ 
____________________ for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
____________________, and that He was ____________________ on the third day according to the 
Scriptures (1 Cor. 15:3-4). 

 
3. The Witnesses. 

The fact that Jesus appeared, in His human body, was testified to by many people. Jesus appeared to 
____________________, the leader of the disciples, then to the ____________________, indicating 
the quality of witnesses (1 Cor. 15:5). After that, He appeared to more than ____________________ 
hundred brethren at one time, indicating a quantity of witnesses (1 Cor. 15:6). Then He appeared to 
____________________, His brother who was initially a skeptic of His claims of Messiahship, and then 
to all the ____________________, described in Acts 1:6, in which He was seen at His bodily ascension 
(1 Cor. 15:7). Last of all, Jesus was seen by ____________________, one who was “untimely born,” 
based on a Greek word referring to an abortion, miscarriage, or premature birth (1 Cor. 15:8). Although 
he was “born” (converted) too late to be a disciple during Christ’s earthly ministry, his testimony of the 
resurrected Christ was just as valid. 

 
4. The Message. 

No matter who preached the Gospel, the message was unified and consistent, always including the 
resurrection of Christ. If the resurrection were a fabricated account, it would include likely include 
variations from the witnesses. Whether it was Paul or ____________________, the same message was 
preached and believed (1 Cor. 15:11). 
 

Name an Old Testament Scripture that testifies to the reality of bodily resurrection: _____________________ 
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Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection (continued) 
 
Having given proof that Christianity must include the concept of bodily resurrection, Paul provides six 
consequences of denying the resurrection. Match each of the following passages with its correct description 
below: 
 

1 Cor. 15:12-13     1 Cor. 15:14a     1 Cor. 15:14b     1 Cor. 15:15     1 Cor. 15:16-17     1 Cor. 15:18-19 
 

 If there is no resurrection, then we are left with a… 
______________________________ Dead Future 
______________________________ Dead Savior 
______________________________ Dead Gospel 
______________________________ Dead Book 
______________________________ Dead Sacrifice 
______________________________ Dead Faith 

 
Select one of the consequences above and explain it further. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul then goes on to describe the theology of the resurrection: how it happens, when it happens, and why it 
happens. Some of the Corinthians certainly believed in Christ’s resurrection, but may have inconsistently 
denied the resurrection of anyone else. Yet, the Bible actually teaches that every human (including 
unbelievers) will have a resurrected body. 
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When it comes to the resurrection of believers, how this happens is based on the doctrine of Federal 
Headship—that a group of people is represented before God based on whomever they are united to as 
their leader, or “head.” For example, when the leader of one nation decides to go to war with another 
nation, all the citizens of each nation become enemy combatants of one another based on the single 
decision of the leader. Just as Adam represented the entire human race and rendered us guilty, sinful, 
and dead, when he disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden (“in Adam all die”), so too did Jesus represent 
the entire group of the elect and render us righteous, holy, and alive based on His perfect life, 
substitutionary death, and triumphant resurrection (“in Christ all will be made alive”).  
 
What other passage in the Bible clearly explains the doctrine of Federal Headship? __________________ 
 
Universalists and cultists often cite 1 Corinthians 15:22 as proof that, in the end, every single member of 
the human race will be forgiven, reconciled to God, and admitted into heaven. What is a passage in the 
Bible that clearly refutes the concept of universal salvation? ____________________________________ 
 
Paul stated that Christ is the “first fruits of those who are asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). How is Christ the first 
fruits if others experienced bodily resurrection before Him (cf. 1 Kin. 17:17-24, Luke 8:49-56, et al.)? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection (continued) 
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Next, Paul says that people will be resurrected “each in his own order,” and cites three phases of 
resurrection. Within these three periods, there are different events in which saints are glorified and 
receive imperishable bodies (either by resurrection or instantaneous transformation). In each of the 
blanks below, write the letter of the corresponding event based on the order in which it occurs: 
 

A. Tribulation saints who died are resurrected at Jesus’ second coming (cf. Rev. 20:4) 
B. Old Testament saints are resurrected at Jesus’ second coming (cf. Dan. 12:2) 
C. Tribulation saints and Millennial Kingdom saints are instantly glorified upon death (cf. Isa. 65:23) 
D. Christ was resurrected and His body was glorified on the third day after His death 
E. Church saints who are alive are instantly glorified at the Rapture (cf. 1 Thess. 4:17) 
F. Church saints who died are resurrected to meet Jesus at the Rapture (cf. 1 Thess. 4:16). 

 
Phase 1: Christ the first fruits 

_____ 
Phase 2: After that those who are Christ’s at his coming 

_____ 
_____ 
_____ 
_____ 

Phase 3: Then comes the end 
_____ 

 
 
Label the three phases on the timeline below: 
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According to 1 Corinthians 15:25-28, why is the doctrine of the resurrection so important when it comes 
to the lordship of Christ? 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection (continued) 
 
Having explained the theology of the resurrection, Paul turns to explain the implications of the resurrection. 
To do that, he emphasizes the fact that bodily resurrection must be believed because of how it impacts the 
way a person lives. Future beliefs dictate present behavior. 
 
To demonstrate the fact that the Corinthians should have had no trouble accepting the idea of bodily 
resurrection, Paul asks, “Otherwise, what will those do who are baptized for the ____________________? If 
the ____________________ are not raised at all, why then are they baptized for them?” (1 Cor. 15:29). The 
word “those” is a reference to pagans who lived in the town of Eleusis, just north of Corinth. These pagans, 
who would have been well-known by the Corinthians, were involved in a cultic false religion in which they 
baptized people in the sea for the purpose of guaranteeing a good afterlife. According to this false religion, 
which worshiped the goddess Demeter, the dead would be raised again and thus needed a way to have a 
blessed eternity (which was apparently guaranteed when the living were baptized on their behalf). Paul then 
goes on to ask, “Why are we also in danger every ____________________?” (1 Cor. 15:30). Here, Paul refers 
to himself and fellow Apostles who not only believed the resurrection, but risked their very lives for this 
doctrine. As one who put his life on the line for the Gospel, Paul essentially died ____________________ (1 
Cor. 15:31). He also fought with wild _____________________, a reference to human opposition (1 Cor. 
15:32). Thus, just as an expert craftsman uses a vice to smash an object into conformity, Paul argues like an 
expert craftsman by sandwiching the beliefs of the Corinthians in between pagans (who believed in the 
concept of bodily resurrection) and Apostles (who also believed in bodily resurrection). This was simply yet 
another way of rebuking the Corinthians for their errant belief. Pagans believed in the resurrection and acted 
accordingly, and the Apostles believed in resurrection and acted accordingly, therefore the Corinthians should 
have believed in the resurrection and acted accordingly. 
 
Despite the straightforward and simple interpretation of 1 Corinthians 15:29, dozens of misinterpretations are 
offered for this passage. Below are five of the most common alternative understandings of the passage. 
 

1. Believers are being baptized because they realize they are dead in sin and are being raised to new life 
in Christ. 

2. People are being saved (as evidenced through baptism) because of the faithful witness of believers 
who had since died. 

3. People are being saved (as evidenced through baptism) in order to be reunited with their deceased 
Christian relatives. 

4. Believers are being baptized in the place of unbelievers who died in order for the deceased unbeliever 
to be saved (also known as proxy baptism or vicarious baptismal regeneration). 

5. Newly baptized infants are given the names of deceased non-Christian relatives in the hopes that the 
relative may obtain God’s mercy. 

 
Select one of the misinterpretations above and explain why it is incorrect. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection (continued) 
 
Paul then explains how the doctrine of resurrection should affect the Corinthians’ behavior, first by stating 
that “bad company corrupts good morals” (1 Cor. 15:33). In other words, the nihilistic and hedonistic 
implications of denying the resurrection are infectious. Explain another area of life in which relationships with 
others can have a negative impact on our own Christian walk. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why does the phrase “do not be deceived” preface Paul’s warning? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Paul’s solution to all of this is simple. Explain it, based on 1 Corinthians 15:34. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Returning to doctrinal matters, Paul anticipates two questions from skeptics: “How are the dead raised? And 
with what kind of ____________________ do they come?” (1 Cor. 15:35). Because these two questions were 
insincere taunts rather than honest inquiries, Paul begins with a rebuke: “You ____________________!” (1 
Cor. 15:36). He then answers by describing the resurrected body in four ways. Match each of the following 
four passages with the description represented by it: 
 

1 Cor. 15:36-38                    1 Cor. 15:39-42a                   1 Cor. 15:42b-44                    1 Cor. 15:45-49 
 

The resurrection body is…  
Different ______________________________ 

Better ______________________________ 
Later ______________________________ 
New ______________________________ 

 
 
Explain how you would use 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 to comfort a fellow believer who is ill or handicapped. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, the Apostle Paul comforted believers who were worried that their loved ones who 
had already died would somehow miss out on the coming of Christ. In 1 Corinthians 15:50, Paul essentially 
addresses the opposite concern. Explain the concern in 1 Corinthians 15:50. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



1 Corinthians 

Copyright ©2018 Expository Parenting  Page 46  

Chapter 15 – Concerning the Resurrection (continued) 
 
Paul then says, “Behold, I tell you a mystery” (1 Cor. 15:51). The Greek word used is mustérion, which refers to 
something previously unknown but now revealed. Since bodily resurrection was already known in the Old 
Testament (i.e. Dan. 12:2), Paul cannot be referring to that. 
What is the mystery to which he refers? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Explain the parallels between 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 that prove this. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul goes on to praise God for the victory that Christ continually gives believers by quoting the Old Testament. 
Which two prophets does Paul quote in his expression of thanks? 
 

_________________________ and _________________________ 
 

How is sin the sting of death (cf. Rom. 6:23)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How is the law the power of sin (cf. Rom. 7:7-11)? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul ends the entire discussion of the resurrection with a call to commitment in 1 Corinthians 15:58. Explain 
the following elements of Paul’s instructions: 
 
“Be steadfast…” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“…immovable…” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“…always abounding in the work of the Lord…” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“…knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.” 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 


